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TECHNICAL DETAILS

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR “YOUTH LEADERS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES”

BACKA TOPOLA, NOVI SAD, SERBIA

OF THE “YOUR WAY OF TOLERANCE” LARGE SCALE PROJECT

DATES: 29TH MARCH – 3RD APRIL 2005

PLACE OF COURSE: Region of Voivodina, North Serbia 

HOTEL: Zobnatitca, BACKA TOPOLA, SERBIA 
Summary:
In the context of European and international co-operation it is necessary to enhance the small communities to be much involved in the life of their societies via non-formal methods of educations and types of activities as seminars, training courses, summer schools, youth exchanges and other youth activities organised by different organisations in Europe.

The most important factor to guarantee the quality of the educational youth activities is to have competent members in the preparatory teams of these activities.  The main aim of this seminar is to support and prepare the youth workers, volunteers and future leaders of opinions that work with young people in small communities and to tolerant their indignity and values, could happen only if we increase their knowledge about the non-formal tools, methods and techniques used during different youth activities: trainings, seminars, summer schools, youth exchanges, by put the young people in the a similar environment.  

Accents:
· Young people and their involvement in the civil society;

· Small communities from the Balkans and their participation in the local life;

· Young people and role in a sustainable local development;
· Young people from SEE Region and Changing Europe;

Expected achievements:
· To bring together young people form different ethnic, national or religious backgrounds;

· Actively encourage and support civil society in its efforts to play a prominent role in breaking down barriers from small and great communities;

· Build mutual trust through the non-formal educational system;

· To educate train 22 young leaders and volunteers form youth sector to work in the area of cultural diversity and mutual understanding and cooperation in SEE Region;

Brief description about province of Vojvodina:
Vojvodina is the Serbian name for the territory of Northern Serbia, consisting of the southern part of the Pannonian Plain. Throughout history it has been a part of Dacia, the Roman Empire, the Hun Empire, the Avar Caganate, the Gepid Kingdom, the Byzantine Empire, Bulgaria, Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, Austria, Austria-Hungary, the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, Yugoslavia, and finally Serbia & Montenegro.

The name "Vojvodina" in the Serbian language simply means Dukedom. Its historical name was "Serbian Dukedom", but since Vojvodina is now part of Serbia, there is no need for the prefix "Serbian" anymore. The Serbian language uses two more varieties of the word Vojvodina. These varieties are Vojvodovina and Vojvodstvo, which is equivalent to the Polish word Wojewodztwo (province).

The area of Vojvodina has been inhabited since the Paleolithic period. Before the Roman conquest in the 1st century BC, the region was inhabited by Illyrian, Thracian and Celtic tribes. Opposing the Roman rule, Illyrian tribes started uprising in 6 AD. Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica) was an important Roman town. It was capital city of Roman Pannonia and one of four capital cities of Roman Empire. Several Roman Emperors were born in Sirmium.

During the early medieval migrations, Slavs (Severans, Abodrites, Branicevci, and Serbs) settled today's Vojvodina in the 6th and 7th centuries, but pockets of Romanised Illyrians remained in the area.

Pannonia (province of Byzantium) existed in Srem in the 6th century and the capital city of this province was Sirmium.

In the 9th century territory of present day Vojvodina was part of Bulgaria. In 897, Salan (Bulgarian Duke) was ruler in territory of Vojvodina and his capital city was Titel.

The Hungarians arrived in the Pannonian Plain, including Vojvodina, in the end of the 9th century. The region was part of the Kingdom of Hungary, which ruled over it until the 16th century.

Theme Sirmium was a province of the Byzantine Empire in the 11th century. 
Between 1282 and 1316 Serbian king Dragutin ruled semi-independent state consisted of Srem, Macva, Usora and Soli. Name of his state was: Kingdom of Srem. His capital city was Debrc (between Belgrade and Šabac).

An increasing number of Serbs began settling from the 14th century onward. By 1483, according to a Hungarian source, as much as half of the population of Vojvodina territory of the Kingdom of Hungary at the time would have been made up of Serbs.

After Turks conquered Serbia (in 1459), Serbian despots ruled in parts of Vojvodina territory as vassals of Hungarian kings. Last Serbian despot died in 1537.

The Ottoman Empire took control of Vojvodina following the Battle of Mohács of 1526 and the fall of Banat in 1552. This turbulent period caused a massive depopulation of this region. Elayet of Temesvar (Turkish province) existed in Banat (after 1552), while Sandzak of Srem and Sandzak of Segedin existed in Srem and Backa.

In 1526/1527 semi-independent Serbian State existed in the territory of present day Vojvodina. Ruler of this State was so called "Emperor" Jovan Nenad and his capital city was Subotica.

In 1594 Serbs in Banat started large uprising opposing Turkish rule.

The Habsburg Empire took control of Vojvodina among other lands by the treaties of Karlowitz (1699) and Passarowitz (1718). The areas adjacent to the Turkish territory in the south were incorporated into the Military Frontier (its Slavonian and Banat sections). Banat was established as province of Austria in 1718, but this province was abolished in 1778.

150 years of Ottoman rule dramatically altered the demographic character of the region. The original population was decimated.
The region’s population by national or ethnic groups is as follows: 1,321,807 Serbs (65.05%), 290,207 Hungarians (14.28%), 56,637 Slovaks (2.79%), 56,546 Croats (2.78%), 35,513 Montenegrins (1.75%), 30,419 Romanians (1.50%), 29,057 Romanies (1.43%). 

More about the place:
http://www.subotica.co.yu
http://www.palic.co.yu

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vojvodina
http://www.vojvodina.sr.gov.yu/
LOCATION
· North part of Serbia;

· Situated near the valley of horses and well-known lakes of Serbia;

· At the old province of Vojvodina;

· The nearest big city is Novi Sad; 
· Distance from the capital 200 km, approximately 2 h. 30 minutes from Belgrade; 
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	Novi Sad, the capital of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina lies on the Danube. Some of its parts date back to the 18th and 19th centuries and boast several well-preserved old churches and other public buildings. The city also boasts various interesting museums and art galleries. However, its undoubtedly most important monumental complex is the Petrovaradin Fortress on the right bank of the Danube. The first records about a fortress at its present site date back to the Roman times. Records show that is has been worked on the 13th century, while it obtained its present appearance in the 18th century largely.
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ACCOMMODATION:
Hotel complex “Zobtanica” consists of several buildings near a nice lake, well-known for tourism and recreation in Serbia, situated 7 km south from the town of Pack Topola. Participants will be accommodated in two-bed room, including individual WC, bath facilities. Mostly rooms are equipped by TV. The hotel has additional recreation paid facilities – horse riding, local zoo, fitness room, medical equipment. Internet access is available in the clubs, located around. 

CLIMATE:

MICRO CLIMATE (local climate);
CONTINENTAL;
Average temperature for the end of March - 15.°C;
Sometimes there is strong north-west winter!


MAIN ECONOMY 

AGRICULTURE,
SMALL & MEDIUM ENTERPRISES,

PROGRAMME:
· Energisers;

· Individual exercises;

· Discussion, argument, confrontation;

· Lectures;
· Presentations;
· Group work;
· Exchange of experiences;
· Evaluation;

· Miscellaneous; 

WORK LANGUAGE: FLUENT SPOKEN AND WRITTEN ENGLISH IS REQUIRED FROM PARTICIPANTS!!!
PARTICIPANTS: 

25 youngsters from all the countries involved in the project. 

Participant age: 18 – 28 years old. More information about the participating countries in the project in the website: www.seetolerance.org   

Participants per country:

Spain: 2

Romania: 2
Austria: 2

Estonia: 2

Greece: 1

Macedonia: 2

Serbia: 2

Italy: 1
Slovenia: 2
Hungary: 2

Croatia: 2

Bulgaria: 2

Lecturers:

2 Serbian representatives

Mr. Zenan Sabanac, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Ms. Maria Dimitrova, Bulgaria 

Note: Attendance of at least 80% in the activities of the daily programme is obligatory for each participant!!  

FINANCIAL CONDITIONS:

PARTICIPATION FEE – 15 euro per person! 
The organizers (EU Commission, CSWY and Bulgarian partners) will cover:

-the whole accommodation and food;

-the logistics for the activities;

-local travelling; 

REIMBURSMENT – 70% of the travel costs. All reimbursmenet will be done by bank transfer. No cash reimbursement is available.
Please look at pre-advanced booking of tickets according to the following numbers:

Approved transport costs per person in EURO (100% of the ticket price, only 70 % from the real costs will be reimbursed) should be up to:

	Country
	Number of participants
	Way of transport obligatory
	Maximum costs per person in Euro

	Spain 
	2
	
	370

	Romania 
	2
	Bus
	100

	Austria 
	2
	Bus/train
	100

	Estonia 
	2
	Plane
	350

	Greece
	1
	Bus to Sofia
	40

	Macedonia 
	2
	Bus/train
	30

	Serbia 
	2
	Bus
	15

	Italy
	1
	Plane
	280

	Slovenia
	2
	Bus/train
	80

	Hungary
	2
	Bus/train
	60

	Croatia
	2
	Bus/train
	30

	Bulgaria
	2
	Bus/train
	75


Selection and announcement procedures:

All the participants should send the filled registration forms till 20th March 2005 on the e-mail: office@seetolerance.org. The coordinators will be informed by e-mail till 22nd about the selected participants of their country. The information will be update in the website: www.seetolerance.org also! 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF REGISTRATION FORMS FOR THE SEMINAR: 20th MARCH 2005
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